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TRANSATLANTIC PERSPECTIVES: EUROPE IN THE EYES 
OF EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS TO THE UNITED STATES, 
1930-1980 

This four-year project explores the role of European migrants in trans-
atlantic exchange processes during the mid-twentieth century. It is 
funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
and receives further academic and fi nancial support from the German 
Historical Institute in Washington. Directed by Hartmut Berghoff  and 
Jan Logemann, the project focuses on migrant professionals involved 
in business, consumer culture, urban development, and the social 
sciences. By adapting their European professional heritage to their 
work in the United States and by translating American innovations 
to the context of their European homelands, these migrants acted as 
conduits for social and intellectual transfer.

Migration not only entailed cultural transfers but also the emergence 
of new and hybrid identities. For many migrants, experiencing Amer-
ica meant reevaluating their ideas of European culture and society. 
Some even transcended their national identifi cations by embracing 
a European or European-American self-understanding. In particular, 
World War II era émigrés were pioneers of a new, comprehensive 
view of Europe.

The project pursues the following set of overarching questions:

• Can we trace a connection between migration experiences 
and the emergence of a European sense of belonging among 
migrants?

• What patterns of perception predominate among migrants 
with regard to specifi c aspects of European society, such 
as the European city, the European economy, or European 
consumption?

• Did the transatlantic perspective lead migrants to weigh a widely 
perceived lack of modernization of Europe vis-à-vis the United 
States — as in predominant narratives of “Americanization” 
during the postwar years — against more positive images of 
Europe or elements of it such as the European city, business, or 
consumer culture?

• What role, fi nally, did European immigrants and émigrés play in 
transnational processes of transfer and exchange in the postwar 
Atlantic world?
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Four individual research projects take up elements of these larger 
questions. Andreas Joch’s dissertation pursues networks and ex-
changes facilitated by migrants in the fi eld of urban planning, refl ect-
ing on mutual perceptions about the European and the American 
city. Jan Logemann’s habilitation research looks at transfers in the 
area of product design and marketing and the role of European 
migrants in a transatlantic dialogue about mass consumer culture. 
Corinna Ludwig’s doctoral research focuses on the postwar market 
entry of German corporations in the United States and the role 
business expatriates played in localizing the companies’ marketing 
and advertising as well as in communicating innovations between 
the European headquarters and the American subsidiaries. Barbara 
Reiter’s PhD work, fi nally, explores transatlantic diff erences in the 
social sciences and the profession of social work by looking at female 
émigrés and their professional careers between central Europe and 
the United States. 

Several project events are designed to foster wider scholarship at the 
intersection of migration history and scholarship on both European-
ization and transatlantic transfers. A summer seminar for graduate 
students from Europe and North America was held in cooperation 
with the Immigration History Research Center at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota in August of 2011. Convened by Donna Gabaccia 
(Minnesota), Sally Gregory Kohlstedt (Minnesota), and Jan Logemann, 
and titled “Europe – Migration – Identity,” the seminar brought to-
gether young researchers and senior scholars who were interested in 
the impact of migration experiences on perceptions of Europe and a 
European self-understanding among migrants. Selected papers from 
the conference will be prepared for a special issue of the interdisci-
plinary journal National Identities. 

The workshop “More Atlantic Crossings? Europe’s Role in an En-
tangled History of the Atlantic World, 1950s-1970s,” to be held at the 
GHI in Washington in June of 2012, was organized by Jan Logemann, 
Mary Nolan (NYU), and Daniel Rodgers (Princeton). This workshop 
will explore the degree to which we can still trace reciprocal “Atlantic 
Crossings” into the postwar decades, akin to those traced by Rodgers 
in his seminal Atlantic Crossings for the early part of the twentieth 
century. In what ways and areas, specifi cally, did Europeans and 
European social, economic, and cultural models continue to shape 
transatlantic debates despite the seemingly overwhelming role played 
by the United States? Bringing together new research from American 

78   GHI BULLETIN SUPPLEMENT 8 (2012)



The GHI Publications and Public Outreach AppendixGHI TeamGHI Research

and European scholars, the event focuses among other areas on ur-
ban history, the history of political movements and on transatlantic 
institutions. Aspects of the project have furthermore been presented 
on panels at the Business History Conference, the 2011 German 
Studies Association meeting, and the 2012 meeting of the American 
Historical Association. A section at the 2012 German Historikertag 
in Mainz will be held in cooperation with two partner projects from 
the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research’s program 
“Europe Seen From the Outside.” Another project sponsored confer-
ence is planned for the fall of 2013. 

The projec t website, www.transatlanticperspectives.org, fi nally, is 
designed to introduce students and scholars to individual migrants 
and their transatlantic careers. It highlights the transatlantic institu-
tions and networks that facilitated transfers and exchanges between 
Europe and the United States. The website also contextualizes the 
migrants’ professional biographies within the frame of transatlantic 
relations during the second half of the twentieth century by provid-
ing links to mass media articles that illustrate the mutual percep-
tions of Europe and the United States. Finally, the website provides 
documents, bibliographies, links to archival records, and tools for 
educators.

The project is advised by an academic advisory board, headed by 
Hartmut Berghoff  (GHI). Its members include Sally Gregory Kohstedt 
(Minnesota), Jan Otmar Hesse (Bielefeld), Hartmut Kaelble (Berlin), 
Friedrich Lenger (Giessen), and Daniel Rodgers (Princeton). 
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